The Scratching Post
The Traveling Kitty
Agatha (aka Aggie), came to us from the Valencia County
Animal Shelter. In danger of being euthanized, we came to
her rescue. As always, the first order of business is to have
the cat tested for FeLV (Feline Leukemia) and FIV (Feline
Immunodeficiency Virus). We were devastated to hear that
this beautiful, sweet little girl, at 11 months old, was FeLV
positive.

505-293-2830
FatKatzAbq@Gmail.com
www.Facebook.com/
FatKatzAbq

P.O. Box 95645
ABQ, NM 87199-5645

We are an all volunteer
organization so your
donations go directly to
the cats in our care!
Please consider
becoming a member or
a sponsor today!
See the membership
form on page six!

Feline Leukemia virus (FeLV) is actually a virus that infects
just cats. FeLV can be transmitted between infected cats
when transferring saliva or nasal secretions. If not defeated
by the cat’s immune system,
the virus can be lethal. A disease caused by this virus is a
form of cancer of the blood
cells called lymphocytes
which is a form of leukemia.
The name stems from the
fact that the first disease associated with the virus was a
form of leukemia. By the
time it was discovered that
the virus was not the same
as leukemia, the misnomer had already found its way
into the vocabulary of cat owners. FeLV is speciesspecific, and does not infect other animals. It is OK to
adopt an FeLV positive cat if you have no other cats in
the house! The cat can sometimes fight off the infection
and become totally immune, can become a healthy carrier that never gets sick itself but can infect other cats,
or become a mid-level case in which the cat has a compromised immune system.
Well, you can see our dilemma. Since Aggie was young, and could possibly have a good
life ahead of her, we had to do something. We searched and searched and finally found a
sanctuary in Reno, NV, who would take her. They are a VERY small organization and
actually take these cats into their home to live out their lives among friends. Even if she
has five or six good years, it is well worth it!
Now came the really hard part….. Raising the money and
arranging transport to Reno, NV. Well, with the help of so
many people willing to give this girl the life she deserved,
we temporarily housed her with someone that had only
dogs, raised the money and
one of our own volunteers
drove Aggie all the way to
Las Vegas! The sanctuary
met her there to take her
the rest of the way to Reno.

F.A.T. KATZ is a registered
501(c)(3) non-profit.
Your donations are tax-deductible
to the fullest extent of the law.

We are so happy to have
been able to help this girl
get to safety and not worry
about anything anymore!
We LOVE you Aggie and
With her new daddy! best of luck to you!
~Cont. on pg. 5

In her new home!
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Fundraisers/Thank Yous

Sponsor Opportunities!
1st opportunity - Microchipping. The single greatest
threat to pets is getting lost. Nearly 10 million pets get lost
each year and without ID, 90% will never be reunited with
their families again.
We would love to microchip every cat in our program
(about 70). F.A.T. Katz will be secondary contact so if our
kitties get lost they can ultimately be returned to us. To
avoid raising our adoption fees, we are seeking a sponsor
(s) for our microchips. Call for costs.

Barnes & Noble Gift Wrapping for the Holidays
We have been chosen as one of the charities to benefit from
gift wrapping at Barnes & Noble, Coronado Mall. We will be
wrapping presents by donation to raise funds over the holiday
season and Barnes & Noble provides the supplies. 100% of the
donations go straight to F.A.T. Katz!
The schedule is as follows:
Thurs. 11/29, 12-7pm
Fri. 12/7, 11am-8pm
Sat. 12/8, 10am-8pm
Tues. 12/11, 11am-7pm
Thurs. 12/13, 10am-8pm
Tues. 12/18, 9am-8pm
Fri. 12/21, 9am-9pm

2nd opportunity - Sponsor-a-cat. We are always in need
of cat food and litter and extra funds for medical care. We
have a lot of kitties in our program that would love a
sponsor(s)! Some of those kitties are listed on page 3.
We could always use general donations and memberships
too. YOUR generosity and love is what keeps us going
and continuing to save so many little lives!
P.S. Your donations are tax-deductible too!
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We are looking for volunteers to help wrapping too! There are
several shifts available. If interested in volunteering,
please call 505-293-2830 or email FatKatzAbq@Gmail.com.

Big Thank Yous To The Following Sponsors:
~Enchantment Pet Resort for sponsoring Bark in the
Park where we had our gift table for fundraising.

~Boofy’s Best For Pets for donating 600 pounds of food
to our feral cat food drive for National Feral Cat Day.

~Village of Corrales for inviting us to the Corrales Harvest Festival where we had adoptable kitties and our
fundraising gift table.

~ Jack and Rascals for donating 200 pounds of cat litter
and 50 pounds of food to our Feral Cat Food Drive.

~Pet Food Gone Wild for inviting us to their one year
anniversary party where we had lots of baked goods
for sale.

~Boofy’s Best For Pets and Justice Great Dane Rescue
for sponsoring Howl and Prowl where we had baked
goods and gift table items for sale.

~VetStat Veterinary Services for always being available
~The Enchanted Cat Club and TICA (The International
for all of our veterinary needs.
Cat Association) for inviting us to their Howl-O-Ween
cat show.
~Uptown Cat Hospital for their veterinary services provided.
~McKinney Mini Storage for continously donating a
storage unit for our supplies.
~VCA Wyoming for helping us with veterinary services.
~Dancing Dolphins Art for regularly making monetary
donations from various events.

~VCA Montgomery for helping with emergency veterinary services.
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Homes Needed Fur The Holidays!

Mary & Allie

Tyler and Cricket

These two sisters were rescued from
a feral mom who had her kittens under a portable elementary school
building. Socialized and super sweet,
they love to lie on their backs in your
arms like a baby and purr for you.
Born 3/26/12, they are good with
other cats, good with kids and dogs.
They would love their own home for
the holidays and you will be rewarded GREATLY with their love!

Tyler

These two siblings were born
6/13/12 and have come a LONG
way. They were rescued from a
high-kill shelter and now are
REALLY sweet and loving. Tyler is
a really good boy who likes to
play with his sister and toys and

Cricket
Cricket is also playful and has
been the protector of Tyler.
Good with other cats and
kids.

Mary

Jelly Bean

Allie
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Born 7/10/12, Jelly Bean
found herself at the
same school as Mary
and Allie. Their foster

mom saw a box that said
“FREE” and when she picked it
up to throw it away, a TINY
meow came from inside. She
had been dumped. She is now
SUPER sweet, playful, loves to
climb tall things, loves to
Jelly Bean
touch you and like Mary and
Allie, loves to be held and paid attention to! She has written a
letter to Santa to help her find a home for the holidays!

Cali, Calypso, Cosmo and Melfina

George

George
This friendly guy was left inside
Jack & Rascals pet store. Luckily he
found his way to us where we got
him all checked out and has a
clean bill of health! He is lovable
and playful. Loves to climb tall cat
trees and loves furry mice. He is
fostered with Cricket and Tyler so
he gets along well with other kitties too!

Jack, Emma,
Suzie and Jasper

These four are sweet, used to
These four kittens are amazing
large dogs and other cats. Good
little kitties! Rescued from the
with kids too. Cali, Cosmo and Cashelter,
lypso, born 4/28/12, and Melfina,
they are
born 6/9/12, is younger than the
healthy,
other three but they love each
playful,
other just the same. They are all
Jack
sweet,
playful and sweet at the same
used
to
dogs
and
other
cats.
The
minute
time. They like tall posts to climb
you
touch
them,
they
purr!
They
are
Cali & Cosmo
seeking their forever homes for the
and they have asked Santa
holidays now!
and his elves to help find
their forever homes this holiEmma
day season!

Jasper
Calypso

Socks
Socks was
born 4/17/12.
The last of six
kittens rescued, is very
Melfina
playful and
sweet. She gets along with other
cats, dogs and kids and is looking
for her new home for Christmas!

~All of our cats are spayed/neutered, current on their shots and are Feline Leukemia (FeLV) and Feline Immunodeficiency
Virus (FIV) negative prior to adoption!

Socks

~Visit our adoption center at Petco,
6300 San Mateo NE, weekly,
Saturdays & Sundays 11am-5pm.

Suzie
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A Day In The Life Of A Foster Coordinator
On Oct. 9th, I got a call from Jen who asked me to meet her at the vet's office.
We had taken in some cats from the Valencia County Animal Shelter (which
doesn't do many cat adoptions) and she was going to need some help. Well......
when I got there, there were 21 cats...... Imagine my surprise. They all needed
to be weighed, sexed, tested (age appropriate), vaccinated (also age appropriate) and de-wormed.
We were only going to take 15 originally. I know, that sounds like a lot but
when you have a mom and six kittens, a litter of four, and a few adults, it adds
up quickly.
When our foster, Ashley, who was transporting arrived at the shelter, two of the cats we were going to take were gone already. As Jen talked to her about which others to take she told us how friendly they ALL were. By the time we were up to
15 cats there were only six remaining. Jen worked her magic (I still don't know how) and she had a couple more fosters
lined up. Then there were only two..... How do you leave just two behind? We couldn't, so..... we took them too!
Ashley packed them all in her car, a small Sunbird, and drove them all to Albuquerque where we met at VetStat Veterinary Services (our amazing Dr. Steininger's office). She was busy with surgeries and appointments and was also closing
early that day so we took over an exam room and got to work. We weighed, sexed, aged, tested who we could and dewormed as many as we could before Dr. G had to lock up.
What a feeling we all had later that day. Everyone who participated in that event was just amazed after we realized the
magnitude of this rescue. We are a small non-profit rescue group newly formed and were truly in awe of the people that
stepped forward! A HUGE thanks goes out to Dr. G for
allowing us to move in for the day, the transporters, the
vet clinic staff who helped, the volunteers who stayed and
everyone involved!
Since June, we have saved over 140 cats and kittens. We
are still a young organization and can always use help with
lots of different things! Please call or email to find out
how. You can also see some needs below on the WISH
LIST!
~Marilyn Heyward, Foster and LST Coordinator
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~

ABC Friends is now F.A.T. Katz!

WISH LIST

Hi everyone! You might be wondering about the name change…… Well, long story Cat litter - clumping and non-clumping
short, when you apply for your tax id number from the State of New Mexico, you can- Canned (Friskies and Fancy Feast) & dry foods
not change the status of it once it’s issued.
Toys, catnip
Since we could not be 100% sure that the IRS would approve us, we operated as an Scratching posts, trees & cardboard scratchers
actual business for the first few months. When the IRS approved us, we changed
Cat beds from Pet Edge (call for details)
our name! We are now F.A.T. Katz. F.A.T. stands for Feline Assistance Team.
Towels
We are still the same group of people, doing the same thing, but now YOUR donaFoaming, non-alcohol hand sanitizer
tions are OFFICIALLY tax-deductible!
Small garbage bags
Since we started in June, we have saved over 140 cats and kittens!!
Copy paper, printable address labels
Printable postcards (4 to a pg), printer ink
We are a foster-based organization who tests the cats in our care for Feline Leukemia (FeLV) and Feline Immunodeficiency Virus (FIV), fully vet check and sterilize the Stamps - postcard and first-class
cats prior to adoption. The cats in our care will receive the best medical care we can Foster homes
give while we are their custodians.
Volunteers for adoption or special events
We need YOU to help grow our organization each month!
Gift cards - Revival Animal, Petco, PetSmart,
WalMart or Idexx
We are all volunteers so all contributions to F.A.T. KATZ go directly to animal care
and operating costs. F.A.T. KATZ is a registered 501(c)(3), public, non-profit, no-kill Sponsor a newsletter
cat rescue and adoption group.
Sponsor a newspaper advertisement
Commercial printing services
To join us, call 293-2830 or email FatKatzAbq@Gmail.com.
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We would like to Thank Petco at the Far North Shopping Center at
San Mateo and Academy for transforming an entire room which is
now devoted to cat adoptions. Also for working with F.A.T. KATZ
to find forever homes for the many cats and kittens who find their
way into our care. Tom (Store Mgr.), Bill (Asst. Mgr.) and Erika
(Dog & Cat Dept. Mgr.) and all the staff have been so wonderful
making sure we always have everything we need. Thanks also to
Marilyn and Jen who coordinate these efforts as well as ALL of the
volunteers, fosters and donors. Without all of you, we couldn’t do
what we do! It certainly takes a village…… To learn more about
how you can help, please call 505-293-2830 or
email FatKatzAbq@Gmail.com.

Stop by Petco at San Mateo & Academy every
Sat. & Sun., 11am-5pm!

Aggie’s Transport - Cont. from pg. 1
In September, I found out that there was a Feline Leukemia (FeLV) positive cat named
Agatha, aka Aggie, in need of a furever home. As soon as I saw her picture on Facebook I
knew I was supposed to help this amazing creature, I just didn't know how, yet.
When I was told there was a sanctuary in Reno, NV, Second Chance Meows, that was willing
to accept her into their indoor sanctuary for FeLV positive cats, I was overjoyed. I now
knew how I was going to help this beautiful special little girl. I volunteered to transport her
to Nevada.
After a few weeks of planning and fundraising for this special girl, we were ready to go. So
many amazing people stepped up to help get this little girl to her new home in Nevada.
I picked up Aggie from her foster mom and instantly fell in love with her. My heart was full
of joy. She is a gorgeous pastel tortoiseshell and is very loving. I felt her love, and I knew
she knew she was being saved. And then our road trip began, an 11 hour journey to Las Vegas,
NV. She talked to me almost the entire trip. We had several great conversations on the way.

Shelter photo

Upon arriving at the meeting spot where her new parents were going to pick her up, I grew
sad. I didn't want to let her go. I had fallen in love with her. I knew she was going to be very
well loved and spoiled at her new home. So we had a little talk about her new human parents,
her new home, her new feline brothers and sisters, and I told her how special, beautiful, and
blessed she is. I could see the gratitude in her eyes. She has a special soul and she knows it.
She met her new humans and she knew she was safe. It was time for her to begin her new life,
she was going home. As I cried, we said our good bye's.
I only spent 15 hours with Aggie, but it was 15 pawesome hours that filled my heart and soul
with love from a kitty that was saved from doom, and that is the best feeling ever!
Thank you Fat Katz and Second Chance Meows for saving lives and giving these amazing critters another chance at life.
~Shay Ramos
On her way
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Volunteer Spotlight
This edition is focused on Christina Hogan.
When asked why she volunteers, she told us this:

Adoption events are held
every weekend at Petco
6300 San Mateo NE
Saturdays & Sundays
11am-5pm

Christina and her kitties!

With our busy lives, it can be hard to find time to volunteer. However, the
benefits of volunteering are enormous. Volunteering is a gratifying experience. I believe we all have certain qualities or skills that can help others
and we should use them. It’s great to meet new people, listen to new
ideas and, in the process, help a group or organization change and improve.
As I look back over my past few years as a volunteer, I realize that I am
the one who has benefited from the experience, far more than I could have imagined. Volunteering for various cat rescue organizations has been very rewarding,
not only because the activity gives me the opportunity to do something that benefits the
cats in need but also because through this activity I meet people from different walks of
life whom I would not have met otherwise. I have discovered skills I never knew I had and
it has truly enriched my life.
The founders and volunteers of F.A.T. KATZ are some of the most compassionate, dedicated people you will ever meet and we all share a common goal as well as our love for the
cats. Unfortunately, the world is not always the safest place for cats. The number of animals abandoned and surrendered to shelters is staggering, and those that don't find
homes are euthanized by the thousands in our own community each year. Setting up and
cleaning up at the adoption clinic each weekend is a lot of work, but there is no greater
reward for our efforts than being able to play a role in a cat's transition from a life of uncertainty or neglect to a forever home providing unconditional love.
We have many needs to keep our organization running and growing so your contributions,
no matter how large or small, will always be greatly appreciated. I believe volunteering is a
win-win situation for everyone!
~Christina Hogan

If you are interested in an email version of the newsletter,
please email us at FatKatzAbq@Gmail.com
F.A.T. KATZ – P.O. Box 95645 – Albuquerque, NM 87199-5645
505-293-2830 or FatKatzAbq@gmail.com www.Facebook.com/FatKatzAbq
Yes, I would like to become a member of F.A.T. KATZ in the following category (checks or money orders made payable to FAT KATZ):
_____Guardian Angel ($1000 or more)

_____Friend ($100)

_____Active Volunteers ($10)

_____Star ($500)

_____Sponsor or Family ($50)

_____Student, Seniors, Low Income ($10)

_____Hero ($250)

_____Individual ($30)

_____Sponsor-A-Cat, Name of cat and amount _________________________________________________________________________
See Facebook page for pictures and the list of adoptable cats
F.A.T. KATZ also has a PayPal account! You can donate through PayPal with your credit card using our email address listed above!
_____Please check here for information on volunteering or fostering - you must provide email address or phone # for this!

NAME:______________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS:___________________________________________________________________________
CITY, STATE, ZIP:____________________________________________________________
E-MAIL ADDRESS:____________________________________________________________
HOME PHONE:__________________________WORK PHONE:_________________________
CELL PHONE:____________________________DATE:_______________________________

F.A.T. KATZ is a
registered
501(c)(3) non-profit.
Your donations are
tax-deductible
to the fullest extent of
the law.

